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Introduction
Criminality is an aspect that affects most of the societies in the world and leads to negative consequences for the society. This is due to the fact that criminal activities disrupt the normal lives of people by either endangering their lives or destroying their properties. Most of the society members incur a lot of loses as a result of criminal activities in their society. There is lack of development in the society as most of the businesses are robbed and the goods and cash that the people have earned are stolen. This leads to most of the people refraining from conducting business activities and this in turn lead to underdevelopment in the society. There is also the violence that is associated with the criminal activities that end up causing pain and suffering as a result of the members of the society looing their loved ones. The rate of criminality has gone up in recent times due to the harsh economic conditions that force people to look for alternative ways of getting food and other basic commodities. There has been a lot of effort that has been put by governments and the society members themselves to reduce criminal activities in society. The policies and frameworks put in place have contributed greatly to the apprehension of criminals, although there is more that needs to be done to ensure that the society is free of criminal activities. There are a number of theories that are used to explain the problem of criminal behaviour in the society. One such theory is the social learning theory. Criminal behaviour in the society leads to the destruction of businesses, death and underdevelopment and the social learning theory will elaborate on why the aspect of criminality is present in the society. The social learning theory helps to explain how criminal behaviour develops in people by explaining the possibility of learning through observation and modeling significant others in the society. This paper, therefore, explores the social learning theory and explains the application of this theory to a neighbourhood location.
Literature Review
Historical Background
Social learning theory is a one of the frameworks of the learning process and social behavior that indicate that new behaviors can be acquired through observing, imitating and modeling others (Akers & Jennings, 2016). The theory seeks to expound on the fact that some of the behaviors that human beings portray are acquired through the learning process over a period of time. The traits or behaviors that people in the society have are in one way acquired from the other members of the society and imitated to perfection. It is a learning process that involves the studying of the behaviors that are exhibited by other people and thus copying them. The same behaviors are then applied in their day to day lives. The theory suggests that in addition to the observation that is used by an individual, the process of learning also occurs through the observation of the rewards and punishments that are given to other people in the society. 
Individuals take time to analyze the fact that those who exhibit certain behavior are rewarded in the organization while those who portray bad behaviors are punished. Therefore, they can observe and learn on these behaviors and thus practice them over time. The social learning theory has been used for decades to explain the behaviours of members of the society. The same has developed to the present times know that most of the society members can observe and practice the behavior of others. This is also applied in the aspect of criminality as criminals tend to observe the behavior of other criminals and thus learn on how to go about their criminal activities. Those who have never tried the act take time to observe and learn how some of the renowned criminal acts and thus apply the same
The Main Theorist
The theory of social learning is much credited to Albert Bandura. He is known as the main theorist who developed the social learning theory in 1977 after undertaking a considerable amount of time in studying the behavior patterns in different people. Through his research, he was able to point out the fact that some behaviours were similar in different people and this was mostly attributed to the process of learning and observation that took place. He elaborated the fact that those who were younger members of the society seemed to exhibit or portray the same behaviors as the older members of the society (Bandura & Hall, 2018). 
This led to the conclusion that they were able to observe and learn on some of this behaviours because the older people were more experienced and were portraying the behavior un their day to day lives. He also came into agreement with the behaviorist learning theories of classical conditioning and operant conditioning. This is because the two theories sought to explain how human beings were conditioned in terms of displaying certain behaviors and the manner in which they operate. Therefore, Albert Bandura can be credited as the main theorist who developed an advocated for the use of the social learning theory in learning and understanding the behaviors of members of the society
Where He Studied
Albert Bandura is a Canadian American psychologist who is credited for his works on the social learning theory. He graduated from high school in 1946 and went on to pursue a degree at the University of Britain Columbia, where he graduated with a bachelor’s degree in psychology in 1949.In 1951, he graduated from the University of Iowa with a master’s degree in psychology. he later enhanced his education, whereby he managed to get a doctorate degree in clinical psychology in 1952 from the same university of iowa.it is after he completed his studies that he started to venture into the works of psychology and behaviors by becoming an instructor at Stanford University.
What the Theory Seeks to Explain and Why
The social learning theory seeks to explain the fact that behaviours portrayed by human beings can be acquired as a result of the process of learning and observation. It lends credence to the fact that some of the behaviors d by people are as a result of an observation and learning process that has taken quite a period of time. This is to say that apart from the behaviours that most of the people exhibit as a result of inborn traits that they have; others are acquired in the process of growth and development through learning. The society members can portray certain behaviors and characteristics that are copied and imitated by others. 
The theory also seeks to explain the fact that the behaviors that are present in the society are as a result of what the society members have taught each other, and thus, the society should be able to examine itself carefully to promote the right form of behaviors. The societies that are dogged with a lot of negative behaviors are partly to blame as the same vice is leaned and copied by the younger members of the society and therefore, the circle of bad behaviours keeps going on. A society that needs to have its members portraying good behavior must, therefore, ensure that they reprimand the negative behaviors as early as possible in order to stop the other members of the society from copying and thus contributing to the behaviors being rampant in the society.
Description of the Neighbourhood Location
In order to gain a better understanding of the issue of criminal behaviour in relation to the social learning theory, the discussion will focus on Oakland area that is located in the United States of America. The area presents a perfect analysis for the proper due to the rate of crimes that has been recorded in the areas in previous timers and the fact that the area is rich in diverse cultures (Berezin et al., 2017). Oakland city is the largest city in the state of California and also serves as the county seat for Alameda country. It is a major west coast city and contributes alto to the development of the state through the cultural activities that take place in the city. The city has several natural resources, art and state history that makes it a perfect destination for many people. 
There are a lot of residential and commercial properties that have been set up in the city as the majority of the people try their hand in property investment. These include several residential properties that house thousands of people living in the city. The good atmosphere that the city gives has resulted to an influx of people which has seen the demand for residential building rise. The same can also be said of the commercial properties as a number of investors have constructed commercial properties that are used for conducting businesses. They rent or lease out to the people interested in them. The increase in population has also seen an increase in demand for buildings or properties in which people could be able to carry out other trades. Thus, the city has numerous commercial properties in place.
The city of Oakland is inhabited by various racial groups. The American whites are the majority group in the city, although this is not by a far margin. This is because the whites account for 29% of the total population of the area while the Hispanic and the Latinos take up 26%. The other large group in the area is the African Americans, who account for 22% of the total population (Berezin et al., 2017). The rest is made up of other races that have relocated to and lived in Oakland for several years. This, therefore, shows that the rea is rich in diverse cultures as it contains several different races that practice different cultural activities. This offers a reliable background upon which the social earning theory can be used to analyze the issue of criminology in the area. The different behaviors of people and how they are passed to others are observed and the patterns established. This is thus used to inform whether or not the acquisition of behaviours through the observation process is relevant and how the same has affected the crime rate in the area. The city also has a large group of people that visit the area frequently. The visitors are attracted by the abundance of natural resources and scenery that the city has and thus contribute a lot to the development of the city. They bring in revenue as a result of touring the historical sites and this is used to carry out development activities within the area. Thus, the city experiences visitors frequently and this is an important aspect when it comes to studying the aspect of criminology through the use of social learning behavior.
Application of Social Learning Theory to Oakland California
The social learning theory is very much applicable to the city of Oakland and California in general. This is due to the fact that social learning theory is used to analyze the behaviors that are portrayed by different individuals in the society. The theory suggests that the behaviors that are present in the society are as a result of the learning process and observation which the people undertake. Oakland city contains several racial groups thus making it convenient for analyzing the different behaviors. The aspect of criminology thrives well in an area that contains a lot of cultures as a certain racial group tends to have more case of criminals as opposed to the rest. Although this is the case most of the time, people tend to hide behind the stigmatization that is associated with certain cultures to commit acts of crimes. They are definitely aware that the majority of people will suspect the other racial groups and this enables them to get away with crimes. The theory, therefore, impacts the location in the sense that it provides critical aspect upon which the issue of criminology will be addressed in the city. 
The theory enables us to understand how people acquire different behaviors based on the fact that the area has a lot of diversity in terms of culture (Cullen, Wright, Gendreau & Andrews, 2017). The social learning thus brings about the issue of criminology in a more detailed manner and thus enables one to have a clear understanding of the issue. On the other hand, the location impacts the social learning theory due to the fact that it provides a clear basis upon which the theory can be applied and work efficiently. The diversity that is present in the area offers much support to the theory and ensures that the research conducted is detailed and informative as a result of the different cultures that are there.
The residents of the city have attempted to come up with initiatives or programs that are aimed at discouraging and preventing the issue of crime in their area. This has been necessitated by the high number of cases that have been reported and the fact that they are affected in terms of their business and normal life. The deteriorating security has thus informed the need for the resident to engage in programs that are meant to deal with the issue of crime in the city (Berezin, Gale, Nuru-Jeter, Lahiff, Auerswald & Alter, 2017). This can also be said of the community organization within the city. The community organizations are in charge of the welfare of the community and this includes the security aspect. The threat posed by insecurity and crime is one that is bound to make the community lose a lot and thus the organizations are of the notion that the problem of crime has to be solved.
 This has seen them come up with policies that are meant to guide the operations of the people and ensure that all the members of the community are safe. They include appointing people to provide security in town and report any instances of crime occurring to the relevant authorities. It is important to note that this has been done in partnership with the local authorities to ensure that the people who are tasked with this job are not harmed in any way by the criminals. The organization has also organized educational forums that are meant to educate the members of the community on the effects of crimes and the ways in which they could come together and deal with it effectively. The government, through the police, has also been instrumental in trying to deal with the issue of crime in the area. This has seen them conducting more patrols in the areas that are considered hotspots for violence and crime. This is meant to assess if there is any crime taking place and thus prevent it before it occurs. 
The police have also provided hotlines that the members of the community can call through whenever they see crime or are under attack. This will help in them reporting to the crime scene faster and thus minimize the damage that would have occurred. There is also the community policing that has been started in the area in which members of the public cooperate with the police officers to protect their community. This has only been possible after the reforms that were conducted in the police force to make it more public friendly and dispel the notion that the police are enemies of the people. They are able to interact with the members of the public and thus enhance the relationship that they have. By having policies that combat criminal behaviour, the police do not want others to acquire that kind of behaviour through social learning.
The initiatives or programs that have been started by the residents, community organizations and the police have had a positive effect on the rate of crime in the area. The levels of crime have reduced, although not by a significant margin. This goes to show the fact that the programs are of importance to the community and thus need to be encouraged even more. Those residents who have been charged with the task of checking on the issue of security can report the instances in which crime is happening and this has led to the criminal being apprehended or prevented from undertaking their activities (Berezin et al., 2017). These programs are trying to provide avenues for other people to learn good behaviour by observing what is happening in the society and trying to imitate and model good behaviours that they observe.
The community organization programs have provided much-needed information to the members of the society in terms of crime and this has led them to be more vigilant of the same. They can assess every situation that occurs in the society and thus pick out any possible scenarios of crime occurring. This has done a lot in preventing crime from happening and thus ensure that the community is safe. The community policing program started by the police has also benefited the area in that the public members can report criminals who reside amongst them and thus enables the police to apprehend them. The criminals are plucked out of the community and thus, the issue of crime is prevented. The hotline also enabled the police to act faster,
The social learning theory can be very useful when it comes to addressing the issue of crimes in this area. This can be done by analyzing the behaviors of the people that are suspected to be criminal and thus ascertain if the intension to commit crimes have been learned in the process of growing up. (Nicholson & Higgins, 2017). The assessment will also involve checking on how the previous criminals behaved when conducting their crimes and establishing if there is any pattern. This will be instrumental in determining whether the issue of crime in the area is as a result of acquired behavior by the criminals or due to other factors. The diversity present in the city will also enable the social ring to work perfectly and establish the culture that exhibits more behavior in terms of crime. The results of this will then be used to formulate appropriate ways to engage the criminals in terms of their behavior and thus deal with the issue.
Conclusion
Crime brings about a lot of negative consequences and thus needs to be discouraged in every way. The loss of life, business destruction and underdevelopment makes an area lag behind as other move forward. Therefore, the crime must be dealt with appropriately. The social learning theory which analyzes behavior that is learned and acquired is very critical when it comes to dealing with the issue of crime. The various aspects and principles involved in the theory can be utilized to understand the behaviors of the criminal and the society and this goes a long way in reducing the rate of crime in a particular area because elements that can help people to learn criminal behaviour are eliminated from the society. The social learning theory, therefore, needs to be applied in the correct manner which will, in turn, see the criminal behaviours in the society being analyzed and lead to a reduction of such behaviour through behaviour change enabled by learning through observation, imitation and modeling. The society will also be informed on why certain behaviors occur and the effective methods of dealing with it.
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